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Agenda

1. Background

2. Simply Difficult Videos – “RFP 1957” and “RFP 1969”

– What is accurate?

– What is missing?

3. References

– “A September 11th Catastrophe You’ve Probably Never Heard About” – The Atlantic (2012)

– “The day they almost lost Denver” - BotAS (1999)

4. What changed as a result?

– At the Rocky Flats Plant

– At Los Alamos
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Background
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Rocky Flats Plant

• Operational 1955-1989

• Cold War ongoing
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“RFP 1957”
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What is accurate?  What is missing?

• Amounts of material released
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“RFP 1969”
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What is accurate?  What is missing?

• The fire  initiated ~1400 in Building 776 

• The fire was drawn through the glovebox line by the glovebox ventilation 

system 

• Few fire breaks in this line, a large portion of the building was affected by the 

fire

• The fire was contained by ~1840 and extinguished by ~2000

• The plant manager delayed the use of water to fight the fire citing criticality 

safety concerns

• Fire damage was severe and it required heroic efforts by the firefighters to 

maintain the integrity of the building
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What is accurate?  What is missing?

• Rocky Flats Plant fire experience 1966 to May 1969

− 164 fires reported to the site Fire Department

− 31 involved Pu of which 10 occurred in Building 776/777

− Of the balance of 133 fires, 17 occurred in Building 776/777 

− There is no good estimate of the number of Pu fires that were not reported to 
the Fire Department presumably because they were extinguished by 
operations personnel
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Aftermath Building 771
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Aftermath Building 771
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What does a plutonium or uranium metal fire look like?
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Burning Pu Metal
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U Chip Buring at Sigma
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Questions?


